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Office  of  Public  Instruction 
School  Nutrition  Programs 

The  School  Nutrition  Programs  Unit  is  an  integral  part  of  the  Health  Enhancement  and  Safety 
Division.  The  Division  is  a  comprehensive  health-related  entity  designed  to  prevent  the  major 
health  problems  and  health-risk  behaviors  among  youth  and  which  promote  healthy  lifestyles, 
families,  and  communities.  Units  within  the  Division  include  several  funded  by  federal  agencies 
such  as  the  Safe  and  Drug-Free  Schools  and  Communities  program  funded  by  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Education,  the  School  Food  Services  Nutrition  programs  funded  by  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  and  the  HIV/STD  Prevention  Education  program  funded  by  the 
Centers  for  Disease  Control  and  Prevention. 

The  School  Nutrition  Programs  Unit  administers  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA)  Child 
Nutrition  Programs  including  the  National  School  Lunch  Program,  School  Breakfast  Program, 
Afterschool  Snack  Program,  Food  Distribution  Program,  Special  Milk  Program,  and  Summer 
Food  Service  Program.  It  also  administers  the  State  Cooperative  Food  Purchasing  Program  and 
food  processing  contracts  between  the  Office  of  Public  Instruction  (OPI)  and  commercial 
processors  and  distributors  of  food.  It  maintains  two  interagency  agreements  with  Montana  State 
University  to  manage  the  School  Nutrition  Assistance  Program  and  USDA  Team  Nutrition 
Training  Grants.  This  administration  includes  distribution  of  federal  and  state  dollars  and 
donated  foods  to  School  Food  Authorities  (public  and  private  nonprofit  schools,  and  Residential 
Child  Care  Institutions)  and  Summer  Food  Service  Program  (SFSP)  sponsors.  The  unit  has  the 
authority  to  impose  sanctions  on  School  Food  Authorities/SFSP  sponsors  that  are  not  in 
compliance  with  state  and  federal  regulations. 


Mission 

School  Nutrition  Programs,  as  an  integral  part  of  the  Health  Enhancement  and 
Safety  Division,  focus  on  promoting  the  health  and  education  of  Montana's 
children  through  proper  nutrition.   The  unit  strives  to  ensure  that  children  will 
have  access  to  appealing  and  healthy  school  meals  that  meet  USDA  nutrition 
requirements  and  that  are  based  on  the  Dietary  Guidelines  for  Americans. 


Nutrition  Programs  Administered  by  the  School  Nutrition  Programs  Unit 
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The  purpose  of  this  report  is  to  highlight  significant  trends  and  information  about  the  School 
Nutrition  Programs.  The  information  included  in  this  report  is  for  the  2000-2001  school  year. 


Office  of  Public  Instruction 

School  Nutrition  Programs 

PO  Box  202501 

Helena,  MT  59620-2501 

(406)  444-2955  (fax) 


Christine  Emerson,  Director  (406)  444-2502 

School  Nutrition  Programs 

******************************************************************** 

Administrative  Assistant  (406)  444-2501 

School  Nutrition  Programs 
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Holly  Humphrey,  Specialist  (406)  444-44 1 3 

Diane  Dolan,  Specialist  (406)  444-44 1 6 

National  School  Lunch  Program 

School  Breakfast  Program 

Afterschool  Snack  Program 

Special  Milk  Program 

Coordinated  Review  Effort 

Special  Meals  Initiative 

Sofia  Janik,  Program  Officer/Accountant  (406)  444-252 1 

Summer  Food  Service  Program/ 
Claims  Processing 

Judy  Wilson,  Acting  Coordinator  (406)  444-44 1 5 

Food  Distribution  Program 

Kenadine  Johnson,  Coordinator  (406)  444-44 1 2 

Cooperative  Food  Purchase  Program 

Katie  Bark,  Team  Nutrition  Specialist  (406)  994-564 1 

Amy  Guza,  Nutrition  Consultant 
Molly  Stenberg,  Nutrition  Consultant 

Team  Nutrition  Program 


In  accordance  with  Federal  law  and  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  policy,  this  institution  is  prohibited  from 
discriminating  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  national  origin,  sex,  age,  or  disability.  To  file  a  complaint  of 
discrimination,  write  USDA,  Director,  Office  of  Civil  Rights,  Room  326-W,  Whitten  Building,  1400 
Independence  Avenue,  SW,  Washington,  D.C.  20250-9410  or  call  202/720-5964  (voice  and  TDD).  USDA  is  an 
equal  opportunity  provider  and  employer. 


National  School  Lunch  Program 

The  National  School  Lunch  Program  reimburses  School  Food  Authorities  for  meals  that  meet 
established  nutrition  standards.  Each  day  over  75,300  students,  prekindergarten  through 
grade  12,  receive  a  nutritious  lunch  through  the  National  School  Lunch  Program.  Eighty-one 
percent  of  the  schools  in  Montana  participate  in  the  school  lunch  program.  Over  the  past  five 
years,  the  total  number  of  lunches  served  decreased  4.3  percent  while  the  enrollment  in 
School  Food  Authorities  with  lunch  programs  decreased  4.2  percent. 
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Total  Number  of  School  Lunches  Served 


14,171,603 


13,811.112 


School  Lunches  Category,  2000-2001* 

*Free  and  reduced-price  school  lunches,  breakfasts  and  snacks  where  available,  are  provided  to  families 
that  cannot  afford  to  pay.  The  maximum  family  income  levels  are  tied  to  federal  poverty  guidelines. 
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Free-No  Cost  to  Students 


13  Reduced  price  -  Students  pays  no  more  than  40  cents  for  lunch,  30  cents  for  breakfast. 


and  15  cents  for  snacks. 

Paid-  Students  pay  the  meal  price  set  by  the  local  school  board. 


In  2000-2001,  the  rate  of  reimbursement  was  $2.02  for  free,  $1.62  for  reduced  price  and 
$.19  for  a  paid  student  lunch.  The  maximum  amount  that  School  Food  Authorities  could 
charge  a  student  for  a  reduced-price  lunch  was  $.40. 
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School  Meals  Initiative  Menu  Analysis 


In  recent  years,  concerns  have  emerged  regarding  the  overall  nutritional  content  of  school  meals. 
These  concerns  address  findings  that  the  American  diet  has  changed  from  being  low  in  nutrients 
and  adequate  in  calories  to  containing  an  overabundance  of  calories,  fat,  saturated  fat,  cholesterol 
and  sodium.  As  a  result,  state  agencies  conduct  a  menu  analysis  over  a  one-month  period  on 
schools  scheduled  for  review.  Areas  analyzed  include  protein,  vitamin  A,  vitamin  C,  calories,  iron, 
and  calories  from  fat  and  saturated  fat.  The  percent  of  calories  from  fat  should  not  exceed  30  and 
should  not  exceed  10  from  saturated  fat.  The  following  graph  indicates  the  state  average  for  the 
last  four  years. 
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School  Breakfast  Program 

The  School  Breakfast  Program  began  as  a  pilot  project  in  1966,  and  was  made  permanent  in 
1975.  During  the  2000-2001  school  year,  more  than  16,000  students  received  a  nutritious 
breakfast  each  morning  through  the  School  Breakfast  Program.  Since  1996-97,  the  total 
number  of  breakfasts  served  has  increased  by  12.29  percent. 


Total  Number  of  School  Breakfasts  Served 
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Historically,  the  majority  of  school  breakfast  meals  are  served  to  students  who  are  eligible  for 
free  or  reduced-price  meals.  These  students  come  from  low-income  families  who  are  at  high 
risk  of  hunger  and  food  insecurity. 


School  Breakfasts  Category,  2000-2001 
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In  2000-2001,  the  rate  of  reimbursement  was  $1.12  for  free,  $.82  for  reduced-price,  and 
$.21  for  a  paid  student  breakfast.  The  maximum  amount  that  School  Food  Authorities 
could  charge  a  student  for  a  reduced-price  breakfast  was  $.30. 


Total  Federal  Breakfast  Reimbursement 
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Afterschool  Snack  Program 

The  hours  after  school  are  a  critical  time  when  children  and  youth  are  most  at-risk  of 
engaging  in  delinquent  behavior.  Afterschool  programs  offer  children  education  and 
enrichment  activities  that  are  safe,  fun,  and  filled  with  learning  opportunities.  Since  1998, 
the  Afterschool  Snack  Program  has  provided  reimbursable  snacks  to  the  children  who 
participate  in  these  programs. 


Total  Number  of  Afterschool  Snacks  Served 
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■  Needy  Snacks     ■  Regular  Snacks 

School  Food  Authorities  with  50  percent  or  more  of  enrolled  students  eligible  for  free  or 
reduced-price  meals  will  receive  the  free  rate  of  reimbursement  for  all  participating  students. 
School  Food  Authorities  that  do  not  meet  the  50  percent  eligibility  criteria,  must  claim  their 
snacks  by  category  (free,  reduced-price,  or  paid).  The  snacks  fill  the  gap  between  the  lunch 
they  received  at  school  and  supper.  In  fact,  58  percent  of  the  snacks  served  were  in  School 
Food  Authorities  where  50  percent  of  the  students  qualify  for  free  or  reduced-price  meals.  In 
2000-2001,  the  rate  of  reimbursement  was  $.55  for  needy,  $.55  for  free,  $.27  for  reduced- 
price,  and  $.05  for  a  paid  student  snack.  The  maximum  amount  that  School  Food  Authorities 
could  charge  a  student  for  a  reduced-price  snack  was  $.  15. 


Total  Federal  Snack  Reimbursement 
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Special  Milk  Program 

School  Food  Authorities  that  do  not  provide  school  meal  programs  may  participate  in  the 
Special  Milk  Program.  Also,  split-session  prekindergarten  and  kindergarten  students 
who  do  not  have  access  to  lunch  and  breakfast  meals  at  school  may  also  participate  in 
the  Special  Milk  Program. 
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When  local  School  Food  Authorities  offer  free  milk  to  any  child  from  a  family  that 
meets  income  guidelines  for  free  milk,  the  USDA  reimburses  the  School  Food 
Authorities  the  average  cost  of  the  milk.  In  2000-2001,  the  rate  of  reimbursement  for 
each  half-pint  of  milk  was  $.13. 
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Total  Federal  Milk  Reimbursement 


1996-1997 


1997-98 


1998-99 


1 999-00 


2000-01 


The  Summer  Food  Service  Program  provides  nutritious  meals  at  no  charge  to  children  while 
school  is  not  in  session.  Public  or  private  nonprofit  School  Food  Authorities;  units  of  local, 
municipal,  county,  tribal  or  state  government;  private  nonprofit  organizations;  public  or  private 
nonprofit  camps  and  public  or  private  nonprofit  universities  or  colleges  are  eligible  to  become 
sponsors  of  the  program  in  lower  income  areas.  The  program  operates  in  areas  where  50 
percent  or  more  of  the  children  are  from  households  with  incomes  at  or  below  185  percent  of 
the  Federal  poverty  guidelines. 

At  most  sites,  participants  receive  either  one  or  two  meals  a  day.  Residential  camps  and  sites 
that  serve  children  from  migrant  households  may  be  approved  to  serve  up  to  three  meals  per 
day. 

During  the  summer  of  2001,  sponsors  served  over  4,828  meals  each  day  at  1 10  locations  across 
Montana. 
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Total  Federal  Summer  Beakfast  Reimbursement 


$55,000 
$50,000 
$45,000 
$40,000 
$35,000 
$30,000 
$25,000 
$20,000 
$15,000 
$10,000 
$5,000 
$0 


$20,082 


1996-97 


$51,927< 


$32,915 


^ 


,:;'' 


$23,334 


$25,219 


1997-98 


1998-99 


1999-00 


2000-01 


\* 


11 


Total  Number  of  Summer  Lunches  Served 
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Total  Federal  Summer  Lunch  Reimbursement 
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Total  Number  of  Summer  Snacks  Served 
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Total  Federal  Summer  Snack  Reimbursement 
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Total  Number  of  Summer  Suppers  Served 
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USDA  Donated  Food  Program 

The  Food  Distribution  Program  delivers  a  variety  of  USDA  donated  foods  to  School  Food 
Authorities  as  a  part  of  the  funding  for  school  meals.  The  state  of  Montana  receives  USDA  donated 
foods  according  to  the  total  number  of  school  lunches  served  during  the  previous  year.  When  the 
USDA  purchases  items  on  the  open  market,  the  dollar  value  of  the  items  the  state  agency  accepts  is 
deducted  from  the  state  entitlement  according  to  the  number  of  lunches  served  during  the  previous 
year.  When  items  are  accepted  from  the  USDA,  School  Food  Authorities  are  notified  of  their  share 
of  the  item  and  have  the  choice  of  accepting  or  declining  the  items.  In  addition  to  the  entitlement, 
the  USDA  also  purchases  items  on  the  open  market  in  order  to  stabilize  prices.  These  items  may  be 
allocated  to  states  as  bonus  items  which  are  not  deducted  from  the  state  dollar  entitlement. 
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The  entitlement  per  lunch  for  the  1996-1997  school  year  was  $.15.  The  entitlement  for  the 
1998-1999  and  1999-2000  school  years  was  $.1475,  and  for  the  2000-01  school  year  was 
$.15. 
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Fresh  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Program 

The  Fresh  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Program  is  designed  to  help  School  Food  Authorities  that 
participate  in  the  National  School  Lunch  Program  use  their  USDA  donated  food 
entitlement  dollars  to  their  best  advantage.  The  Office  of  Public  Instruction  sets  aside 
$40,000  of  the  state  commodity  entitlement  for  the  program  each  year.  School  Food 
Authorities  wishing  to  participate  set  aside  a  part  of  their  commodity  entitlement  to  be 
spent  on  fresh,  domestically  grown  fruits  and  vegetables.  Orders  from  the  School  Food 
Authorities  are  placed  with  the  Defense  Subsistence  Offices  (DSOs).  The  purchases 
from  approved  vendors  are  made  by  the  DSOs  and  charged  against  the  Office  of  Public 
Instruction  and  school  entitlement.  The  DSO  then  sends  the  bills  to  the  USDA  for 
payment. 

Only  a  few  Montana  School  Food  Authorities  were  able  to  use  this  program  in  the  past 
because  of  a  lack  of  approved  vendors.  There  were  no  vendors  for  the  eastern  half  nor 
the  northwestern  corner  of  the  state. 


Total  Fresh  Fruits  and  Vegetables  Value 
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Cooperative  Purchase  Program 

The  Cooperative  Purchase  Program  was  implemented  in  1980  to  assist  School  Food 
Authorities  in  purchasing  high-quality  nutritious  foods  at  a  reasonable  price.  The  program 
continually  searches  for  nutritious  foods  that  students  will  eat  that  are  affordable.  By 
combining  purchase  orders,  School  Food  Authorities  are  able  to  receive  individual  items  at 
the  same  price  in  all  locations  throughout  the  state.  The  price  includes  shipping  and  handling 
charges. 


There  was  a  6.58  percent  decline  in  the  number  of  units  purchased  through  the  Cooperative 
Purchase  Program  during  the  1999-00  school  year,  and  a  5.21  percent  decline  during  the 
2000-01  school  year.  The  decline  is  attributed  to  School  Food  Authorities  entering  into 
private  vendor  contracts.  Of  the  School  Food  Authorities  participating  in  the  National  School 
Lunch  Program,  70  percent  use  the  program.  The  Cooperative  Purchase  Program  represented 
15.5  percent  of  the  food  cost  in  2000-2001 .  There  are  two  bids  during  each  school  year  with 
four  deliveries.  The  OPI  charges  School  Food  Authorities  a  small  fee  for  administering  the 
program. 


Cooperative  Food  Purchase  Units  Ordered 
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School  Meals  Initiative 


The  National  School  Lunch  Act  mandates  that  school  meals  "safeguard  the  health  and  well-being  of 
the  Nation's  children."  In  1996,  the  School  Meals  Initiative  for  Healthy  Children  established 
nutrition  standards  for  meals  served  at  school.  School  lunches  must  meet  the  recommendations  of  the 
Dietary  Guidelines  for  Americans,  which  suggest  that  no  more  than  30  percent  of  an  individual's 
calories  come  from  fat,  and  less  than  10  percent  from  saturated  fat. 

Regulations  also  established  a  standard  for  school  lunches  to  provide  one-third  of  the  Recommended 
Dietary  Allowances  of  protein,  vitamin  A,  vitamin  C  and  calories.  School  breakfast  meals  must 
provide  one-fourth  of  the  daily  recommended  levels  for  protein,  calcium,  iron,  vitamin  A,  vitamin  C 
and  calories. 


During  the  2000-2001  school  year,  42  School  Meal  Initiative  Reviews  were  conducted.  Areas 
reviewed  included  school  food  service  menus,  production  records,  standardized  recipes,  meal 
services,  and  nutrition  education  efforts.  School  Food  Authorities  were  required  to  submit 
information  to  the  Team  Nutrition  Program  to  conduct  a  nutrient  analysis  of  lunch  and  breakfast 
menus  before  the  review. 
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The  Coordinated  Review  Effort  is  a  comprehensive  on-site  evaluation  of  the  School  Food  Authority. 
It  includes  both  critical  and  general  areas  of  review.    Areas  of  review  include,  but  are  not  limited  to: 

Ticket  sales  procedures  and  daily  counting  systems  by  categories; 

Monthly  claims  for  reimbursement  and  source  documents; 

All  free,  reduced-price,  denied,  inactive  and  verified  child  applications  for  the  current  year; 

Racial/ethnic  data,  notification  of  availability  of  the  program  to  the  public; 

Audit  requirements; 

USDA  commodity  inventories; 

Daily  production  records;  and 

Health  inspection  reports. 

School  Nutrition  Programs  conducted  44  Coordinated  Reviews  during  the  2000-2001  school  year. 
School  Food  Authorities  submitted  corrective  action  plans  addressing  the  review  findings. 
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Summer  Food  Service  Program  Reviews 

The  Summer  Food  Service  Program  was  established  to  ensure  that  children  in  lower-income  areas 
could  continue  to  receive  nutritious  meals  during  long  school  vacations,  when  they  do  not  have 
access  to  school  lunch  or  breakfast.  Out  of  145,384  children  enrolled  in  School  Food  Authorities 
with  a  breakfast  or  lunch  program,  50,037  are  eligible  for  free  or  reduced-price  meals.  Of  the 
50,037  students  eligible,  only  4,828  children  participated  in  the  Summer  Food  Program  during 
2001. 

The  Summer  Food  Service  Program  is  the  single  largest  federal  resource  available  for  local 
sponsors  who  want  to  combine  a  feeding  program  with  a  summer  activity  program.  The  number  of 
2001  sponsors  was  48  with  1 16  sites.  This  is  an  increase  of  12  sponsors  and  17  sites  compared  to 
the  summer  of  2000. 

Sponsors  receive  payment  for  serving  healthy  meals  and  snacks  to  children  and  teen-agers,  18 
years  and  under,  at  approved  sites  in  low-income  areas.  Sponsors  are  eligible  to  receive 
operational  costs  and  administrative  costs  that  are  equal  to  their  average  meal  cost  or  the  number  of 
meals  served  times  the  rates  of  reimbursement,  whichever  is  less.  The  total  reimbursement  for 
2001  was  $530,313. 

School  Nutrition  Program  staff  conducted  20  sponsor  reviews  and  25  site  reviews  in  2001. 
Sponsors  who  were  found  to  be  in  violation  of  program  requirements  submitted  corrective  action 
plans. 
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Team  Nutrition  Program 

The  Team  Nutrition  Program,  located  at  Montana  State  University,  is  the  nutrition  education 
component  of  School  Nutrition  Programs.  Team  Nutrition  is  an  integrated,  behavior  based, 
comprehensive  program  geared  toward  improving  children's  lifelong  eating  and  physical  activity 
habits  through  the  principles  of  the  Dietary  Guidelines  for  Americans  and  the  Food  Guide 
Pyramid.  The  program  involves  schools,  parents,  and  the  community  in  efforts  to  continuously 
improve  school  meals  and  to  promote  the  health  and  education  of  children. 

The  primary  goal  of  the  Team  Nutrition  Program  is  to  improve  children's  lifelong  eating  and 
physical  activity  habits  by  using  the  principles  of  the  Dietary  Guidelines  for  Americans  and  the 
Food  Guide  Pyramid  as  objectives  for  the  program. 
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The  2000-2001  Team  Nutrition  Program  objectives  were  to  reach  School  Food 
Authorities,  parents,  and  the  community  by: 

•  Providing  training  and  technical  assistance  for  Child  Nutrition  food  service  professionals 
to  help  them  serve  meals  that  look  good,  taste  good,  and  meet  nutrition  standards; 

•  Providing  multifaceted,  integrated  nutrition  education  for  children  and  their  parents.  This 
education  will  build  skills  and  motivation  for  children  to  make  healthy  food  and  physical 
activity  choices  as  part  of  a  healthy  lifestyle;  and 

•  Providing  support  for  healthy  eating  and  physical  activity  by  involving  school 
administrators,  and  other  school  and  community  partners. 

Activities  for  the  above  planned  and  completed  objectives  were: 

•  Develop,  distribute  and  tally  the  results  from  two  surveys  of  school  administrators  on 
school  meal  programs  and  their  knowledge  on  the  Dietary  Guidelines  for  Americans  2000. 
Increase  the  number  of  School  Food  Authorities  and  child  care  environments  that  support 
healthy  eating  and  physical  activity. 

•  Conduct  10  presentations/sessions  for  target  audiences  at  statewide  or  regional 
conferences  reaching  over  2,000  participants  and  over  300  School  Food  Authorities 
(August  2000 -June  2001). 

•  Conduct  a  six-month  "ABCs  for  Good  Health"  campaign  to  264  public  school 
superintendents  through  monthly  mailings  (January  -  June  2000). 

•  In  cooperation  with  Eat  Right  Montana  Coalition,  support  a  yearlong  media  campaign, 
Healthy  Families  2000,  reaching  over  140,000  Montana  households  per  month. 

•  Support  training  sessions  by  MSU  Extension  Service  county  agents,  registered  dietitians, 
health  professionals,  school  personnel,  child  care  providers  and  community  members  on 
the  dietary  guidelines  through  technical  support  and  distribution  of  resources/handouts 
reaching  over  3,000  Montanans  (November  2000  -  June  2001). 

•  Conduct  a  statewide  training  on  "Success  at  School  is  as  Easy  as  ABC"  via  interactive 
videoconferencing  in  April  2001  to  160  participants. 

•  Coordinate  and  conduct  a  week-long  cooking  institute,  MSU  School  Food  Service 
Cooking  Institute,  for  20  school  food  service  cooks,  head  cooks,  or  new  managers  on 
quantity  production  and  service  of  nutritious  school  meals  in  August  2000. 

•  Provide  group  and  individualized  training  for  25  new  school  food  service  managers  on 
school  meal  regulations,  nutrition  standards,  food  safety  and  cost  control  measures  in 
August  2000. 

•  Provide  training  and  technical  assistance  to  food  service  managers/clerks  of  10  School 
Food  Authorities  on  Special  Provisions  for  school  meals  programs  in  order  to  reduce  the 
level  of  paperwork  and  maximize  meal  benefits  (September  2000  -  June  2001). 

•  Conduct  menu  analysis  on  school  lunch  and  breakfast  menus  of  50  School  Food 
Authorities  involved  in  the  School  Meals  Initiative  Review  Process  (October  2000  -  May 

2001). 

•  Develop  and  distributed  separate  idea  kits  for  celebrating  National  School  Lunch  Week 
(October  2000  -  125  kits)  and  School  Breakfast  Week  (March  2001  -  75  kits)  in  school 
food  service  programs. 

•  Conduct  six  training  sessions  to  school  food  service  personnel  on  school  meal  program 
topics  at  the  June  Office  of  Public  Instruction/Montana  School  Food  Service  Association 
Annual  Training  Conference  to  over  300  participants. 

20 


J~ 


Financial  Management 

School  Food  Authorities  that  participated  in  the  School  Nutrition  Programs  reported  expenditures 
of  $39,247,952  for  the  operation  of  the  programs  during  the  2000-2001  school  year.  Financial 
assistance  for  the  programs  were  from  several  sources. 

The  USDA  provides  general  assistance  money  for  every  reimbursable  breakfast,  lunch  and  snack 
served  to  children  in  school.  Additional  special  assistance  reimbursement  is  provided  for  meals 
served  to  children  qualifying  for  free  and  reduced-price  meals  under  USDA  income  eligibility 
guidelines. 

The  states  are  required  to  match  no  less  than  30  percent  of  federal  section  4  funds  from  state 
revenues  appropriated  or  used  specifically  by  the  state  for  program  purposes.  The  state  match 
only  applies  to  public  school  districts.  For  2000-01,  the  state  match  was  $643,652. 

School  Nutrition  Programs  used  $422,312  of  the  state  match  to  cover  the  cost  of  shipping, 
handling  and  storage  of  USDA  donated  foods  for  eligible  School  Food  Authorities.  The  balance 
of  $221,340  was  distributed  to  School  Food  Authorities  according  to  the  number  of  lunches 
served.  Private  School  Food  Authorities  and  Residential  Child  Care  Institutions  were  charged  for 
shipping,  handling  and  storage  according  to  the  number  of  cases  received. 

School  boards  traditionally  are  reluctant  to  increase  the  cost  of  student  meal  prices  and  support 
the  programs  from  the  school  food  service  fund  12  accounts,  the  general  funds,  the  retirement 
funds,  miscellaneous  program  funds,  compensated  absences  liability  funds,  and  impact  aid  funds. 
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